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increased tenure 

security over 
forest land

Enforcement and coherence, ensuring 
that rights are upheld, and policies are 
aligned.
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better access to 

support for forest 
management

Organization beyond community to 
increase the political weight of 
community forestry groups vis-à-vis 
other stakeholders. 
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position to exercise 
self-governance

Inclusive community governance, so 
community members can influence 
decisions on forest management and 
benefit sharing.
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External actors no 
longer convert 
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Monitoring of land-use changes and 
resource extraction to detect rights 
violations and hold stakeholders 
accountable.

Capacity at community level to 
optimally benefit from opportunities 
provided by new markets and policy 
incentives.

Access to finance and markets so that 
community forestry enterprises can 
invest in sustainable production and sell 
their produce.

Enabling regulation, providing incentives 
for sustainable and viable community 
forestry.

Community Forest Rights 
A Theory of Change

This infographic is part of the Review: 
Community Rights to Forested Lands, 
developed in the framework of the 
Green Livelihoods Alliance and funded 
under the Power of Voices strategic 
partnership with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands. 

How does the formalization of community forest tenure rights contribute to improved 
livelihoods, forest conservation and social justice? In this figure we present the possible 
pathways through which a policy for community forest tenure rights can lead to 
positive impacts for people and nature, as well as ten conditions that need to be in 
place to ensure that these benefits materialize in practice. 

Want to know more? Read our full paper: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2022.102766

Simple administrative procedures to 
speed up processes and reduce 
communities' dependence on outside 
support.

Supportive government officials have 
the capacities and resources to 
facilitate the implementation of tenure 
reforms.

Active involvement at community level
to ensure tenure models are adjusted to 
the local context and needs.
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